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March 3-7, 2014
MARCH UPCOMING EVENTS

-March is Reading Month!  Check your reading calendar ALL month!
-Sun, March 9th: Daylight Savings Time

-Mon, March 10th: PTA Meeting

-Wed, March 12th: LATE START

-Wed, March 19th: LATE START

-Thurs, March 20th: Spring Begins

-Wed, March 26th: LATE START

-Fri, March 28th: 3rd marking period ends

-Mon, March 31st-April 4th: Scholastic Book Fair

THIS WEEK IN REVIEW

   We will spend this month learning about Author Studies and Literature Studies.  This week our Literature/Author Study involved Elmer by David McKee, Caps for Sale by Esphyr Slobodkina, and Dr. Seuss.  We chose several different versions to read.  We read the following books; Elmer, Elmer and the Kangaroo, Elmer Again, Elmer and Wilbur, Elmer in the Snow, Elmer and Rose, Elmer and the Snake, Elmer’s Weather, Caps for Sale, Circus Caps for Sale, Cat in the Hat, Green Eggs and Ham, Put Me in the Zoo, and One Fish, Two Fish, Red Blue. Blue Fish.
  At centers, we made sight word flashcards (down, little, off, put, them, that, & what), worked on writing and reading sight word sentences, worked on Starfall vowel packets, painted Dr. Seuss hats with some of his book titles, talked about what foods we do and do not like, talked about what was shorter and longer than 3 and 4 linking cubes, worked on solving a problem by measuring, ordered objects from- shortest to longest and longest to shortest, completed a dot to dot activity, drew and colored fish, graphed our favorite Dr. Seuss book, sorted and graphed fish, made Dr. Seuss hats, made Elmer elephants, and made a monkey with caps on his head.
  Our weekly ‘book box’ book was called Who is This?. We read this book multiple times and took turns reading with friends.

MARCH IS READING MONTH

  Our theme for March is Reading month is Reading Around the World.  You should have received a passport filled with information about these exciting activities.  We will be learning about some great authors and illustrators this month.
  I found a good site that has a list of books around the world and some other resources in case you'd like to use it this month or share it with parents!

http://delightfulchildrensbooks.com/read-around-the-world/
  Mrs. DeWolfe, IB/RTI Coordinator has asked the teachers to attach this webpage to our newsletters.  This includes pictures of the March is Reading Month Calendar and IFFF Dolls- as well as calendar.  Thank you!

http://helenkellerib.weebly.com/
SIGHT WORDS

  We have been working on our sight words.  I have been keeping their sight word cards at school.  Our new words this week are in bold print.  Here is our list of sight words: a, all, am, an, and, as, at, be, but, by, came, can, come, could, did, do, down, for, from, get, go, got, had, has, have, here, I, if, in, is, it, little, look, me, my, name, no, not, of, off, on, one, put, said, see, so, that, the, them, this, to, up, us, was, we, went, what, with, would, yes, & you.
WRITERS WORKSHOP
  We began our lessons from our new unit, Informational Writing Personal Expertise this week.  We began and completed our first concept, writers select things they know all about so they can teach others.  In Session 1, writers think about topics in which they are experts, things they know all about, so they can teach others.  In Session 2, writers try out topics to see if they know enough about the topic.  In Session 3, writers know that when they finish one informational book they begin another.  In Session 4, writers revise by adding more to their pictures to teach more about their topic.

  We began our second concept, writers plan and write information in an organized way.  In Session 5, writers plan how their books are organized.

FOUNTAS AND PINNELL & PHONICS

We worked on blending (putting together three and four sounds to make a word) and segmenting (taking apart three and four sounds).  We worked on sorting both uppercase and lowercase letters, worked on onsets and rimes.  The onset is in a syllable, the part that comes before the vowel.  The rime is the ending part of a word containing the vowel.  Here are some examples; b-ake( bake, m-ay(may , and cr-eam(cream.
HOMEWORK

*Thank you to all of the parents and children for working so hard on our two weekly homework assignments.  Many parents have commented that their child has grown so much.  

**Please practice sight words with your child each day.  It will take less than 15 minutes each day.  They will go home on Tuesday and come back the following Monday or Tuesday.  It is important that they be returned each week, so new words may be added.  I want these words to stay together.  Please sign and record how you practice on the orange sheet.  This will serve as part of their weekly homework. 
PBIS/IB

Please see the newsletter entitled IB and PBIS Newsletter for February.  This will be your guide for the month as to what we are learning about as an entire school grades K-five.  Please talk with your child at home about these concepts each week. 


